THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
the environment, the milieu of a person, consists of such
an enormous and incalculable mass of facts, events and
impressions as to be quite beyond the range  of our
insight and knowledge.    In no single case is it possible
for us really to determine it.    That man is influenced
by his environment is not to be doubted.    But we are
quite unable to tell in what way he is influenced by it,
nor can we know which, of the countless component
parts of a man's environment, will exercise or has exer-
cised a decisive influence.    There are, no doubt, cases
in which we are able to state such influences ex post when
the effects are clearly seen, but even then we can do so,
as a rule, only in rough outlines and with no real cer-
tainty.    The influence of the environment on the in-
dividual depends, besides, to a great extent on the latter's
personality, different individuals being very differently
impressed and influenced by the same facts.    Some
individuals react with great force to certain impressions
while others exposed to the same conditions do not react
at all.   There are persons who, though grown up in the
country and living surrounded by natural scenery, yet
derive no pleasure from it.   Some of the persons bred up
amidst books and by scholars will grow up to be scholars
themselves,  whereas  others will  develop  an  aversion
to science and books.    There are people without any
artistic taste or inclination who passed their childhood
in houses decorated with consummate art, whereas the
same environment will imbue others with an eternal
longing for beautiful surroundings.    In the same way,
there are persons in whom the conditions of production
will create opinions answering to their economic interest,
or what they believe to be their economic interest, while
the same conditions of production will induce in others
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